
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
Board direction on accepting the settlement offer of $4,000.00 for the Condemnation lien and 
interest totaling $10,100.33, on the property owned by Wayne Cleveland, 1109 First Drive, 
Sanford as offered.

BACKGROUND:

On March 4, 1994, the Board of County Commissioners adopted Resolution #94-R-66
requiring the Owner of this property, Mr. Wayne Cleveland, to demolish and remove all debris 
from the property by April 8, 1994.  This property had been found in violation of Section 168, 
Part 1 of the Seminole County Code regarding the removal of unoccupied and unsafe 
structures as described in the memorandum to Commissioner Kelley by Albert W. Flores,
Clearance Inspector.  Mr. Cleveland was sent a certified letter on October 30, 1992 declaring 
the structure a public nuisance and giving him 30 days to begin removal of said structure.  No 
response was received from the owner regarding the property and the nuisance structure was 
demolished by Seminole County on May 6, 1994.  At the October 25, 1994 Board of County 
Commissioner meeting, the Board approved a Condemnation Lien for the amount of three 
thousand thirty five dollars and 77 cents ($3,035.77) to be assessed against Mr. Cleveland for
the demolition work done on the property.  The lien was executed and recorded at ORB 2843 
Pg 0040 on November 4, 1994.  

Mr. Cleveland, who currently resides in Rochester, New York, contacted the Planning and 
Development Department in May 2007 in attempt to pay the Condemnation Lien on this 
property. Staff researched the records and determined the original lien was issued October 
25, 1994 and said lien had accrued interest of $6,154.66 with the period ending May 31,
2007.  Mr. Cleveland spoke with the Planning and Development Director and expressed his 
interest in clearing the title to sell the property, but was unable to pay the interest accrued. 

On January 18, 2008, Mr. Cleveland gave written authority to John Wright, Jr. to act in on his 
behalf in clearing the lien and title on this property.  Mr. Wright has researched the lien and 
has offered to pay a total of $4,000.00 to clear the original condemnation lien of $3,035.77 and 
asks the Board to reduce the interest owed.  Mr. Wright will be purchasing the property once 
lien is satisfied. The timeline on this violation is below: 
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 DATE ACTION RESULT
October 30, 1992 A condemnation request was submitted to 

the District 5 Commissioner, Jennifer 
Kelley, on October 30, 1992 regarding the 
unoccupied building located at 1109 First 
Drive, Sanford, Florida.  A certified letter 
was sent to the Owner of Record on 
October 30, 1992, notifying the Owner as 
to the unsafe condition and said structure 
was declared a public nuisance and must 
be demolished and removed from the 
property per Seminole County Ordinance 
80-16.

The signed return receipt was 
received November 17, 1992 from 
the Owner. There is no record of 
response received by the County. 
(Exhibit A)

October 4, 1993 A second condemnation request was 
submitted to the District 5 Commissioner, 
Daryl McLain, on October 4, 1993
regarding the unoccupied building located 
at 1109 First Drive, Sanford, Florida.  A 
certified letter was sent to the Owner of 
Record on October 4, 1993, notifying the 
Owner the structure was declared a public 
nuisance and must be demolished and
removed from the property per Seminole 
County Ordinance 80-16 (now Seminole 
County Code Chapter 168).

The signed return receipt was 
received October 12, 1993 from the 
Owner. There is no record of 
response received by the County. 
(Exhibit B)

January 11, 1994 Seminole County Board of County
Commissioners approved a request to 
declare the unoccupied building as a 
public nuisance and authorization to 
advertise and set a date for a public 
hearing to determine the outcome of the 
structure.  

(Exhibit C)

February 2, 1994 A summons was issued to Owner to 
appear before the Board at the March 8, 
1994 Seminole County Board of County
Commissioners meeting regarding the 
nuisance structure on this property.  

Served on Wayne Cleveland through 
the Sheriff’s Office in New York. (See 
Exhibit D)

March 8, 1994 The Board met and adopted a resolution 
94-R-66 (ORB 2071/Pg 2386) requiring the 
Owner to demolish and remove all debris 
from the property by April 8, 1994.  The 
Board authorized staff to perform 
necessary corrective action in the event 
the nuisance was not abated by the Owner 
as outlined in Seminole County Ordinance
80-16

The property owner was served a 
summons to appear before the Board 
but did not appear. (Exhibit E)

May 6, 1994 The property was demolished by Seminole
County when the nuisance structure was 
not abated by the Owner. 

 

October 25, 1994 The Board of County Commissioners 
approved a Condemnation Lien for the 
amount of Three thousand thirty five 
dollars and 77 cents ($3,035.77) to be 
assessed against the Owner of the 
property for the demolition work done on 
the property and administrative costs.

Condemnation Lien was recorded 
November 4, 1994 with the Clerk of 
the Court, ORB 2843/0040. (Exhibit 
F)

May 2007 Owner came to pay condemnation lien.  
Staff didn’t have information available to 
advise owner as payment due. Stated they 
would research the history and get back 
with him as to the status.

Staff researched the events leading 
to the demolition and condemnation 
of said property.



When considering this request and in developing a recommendation to the BCC, staff
evaluated the amount of the lien compared to the value of the property and the actions the 
violator did or did not take in attempting to resolve the code violation.  Per the Property 
Appraiser information, the assessed value of the property is $10,238.00.  The lien and interest 
as of March 11, 2008 totals $10,100.33.

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff asks for Board direction on accepting the settlement offer of $4,000.00 for the 
Condemnation lien and interest totaling $10,100.33, on the property owned by Wayne 
Cleveland, 1109 First Drive, Sanford as offered.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Exhibit A - 10/30/92 Letter to Comissioner and Owner
2. Exhibit B - 10/4/93 Letter to Commissioner and Owner
3. Exhibit C - 1/11/94 Agenda Memorandum and BCC Meeting Minutes
4. Exhibit D - 2/2/94 Summons to Owner to Appear served in New York
5. Exhibit E - 3/8/94 Agenda Memorandum and BCC Meeting Minutes
6. Exhibit F - 10/25/94 Agenda Memorandum and BCC Meeting Minutes
7. Exhibit G - 5/29/07 Letter to Wayne Cleveland
8. Exhibit H - Yearly Interest Rate on Judgments as set by Florida Comptroller

May 29, 2007 Letter with chronology of events and 
backup documentation sent to Wayne 
Cleveland from Planning & Development 
Director.

Certified mail receipt returned to the 
Planning & Development Director 
signed by Wayne Cleveland. (Exhibit 
G)

June 5, 2007 Director spoke with Mr. Cleveland as to the 
process of paying the lien and interest 
accrued per Ordinance 80-16.

Owner unable to pay the total owed 
at that point, would get back with 
Staff as to payment.

January 11, 2008 Received an email from Mr. John Wright, 
Jr. as to the acquiring the property from 
Mr. Cleveland.

District Commissioner’s office 
received the email and forwarded to 
Planning & Development Director. 
Forwarded copy of letter and backup 
sent to Mr. Cleveland dated May 29, 
2007 to Mr. Wright.

January 16, 2008 Request for Reduction of Interest.  Mr. 
Wright acting as the agent for Mr.
Cleveland has offered to pay a total of 
$4,000 for the condemnation lien of 
$3,035.77 and accrued interest.

January 17, 2008 – Planning & 
Development Director sent email 
explaining only the property owner 
can apply for a waiver of a lien or 
reduction of fees.

January 23, 2008 Received All-Purpose Acknowledgment 
and Power of Attorney statement, signed 
and notarized by Mr. Cleveland giving Mr. 
Wright power of attorney to act on his 
behalf in resolving this land matter.

Hand delivered by Beverly Wright.

January 23, 2008 Current total of condemnation lien and 
interest as of 3/11/08 is $10,100.33

Interest as set by the Florida 
Comptroller’s Office continues to 
accrue annually. (Exhibit H)



9. Property Appraiser Data

Additionally Reviewed By:

County Attorney Review ( Kathleen Furey-Tran )gfedcb
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